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Dr. Ronald A. Johnson is the dean of Western Carolina University’s College of Business.  The College of Business is an innovator and pioneer among schools of business education and learning where the undergraduate and graduate programs combine both within the curriculum and in co-curricular activities engagement and community outreach with experiential or action learning.  The goal is to have a meaningful and lasting impact in the areas of economic transformation and economic and community development in the region, state, nation, and world while, at the same time, preparing graduates for career success, a life of service and informed citizenship.  The College has an enrollment of 1,100 students and degree offerings in bachelors of Science, bachelors of business administration, the MBA, masters of accountancy, entrepreneurship, and project management, as well as certificate programs.  The College is home to five research and outreach centers – the Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation, the Center for Information Technology and Assurance, the Center for Professional Selling and Marketing, the North Carolina Agricultural Mediation Program, and the Small Business and Technology Development Center, which covers the 17 county region of Western North Carolina.
Prior to his appointment as dean, Dr. Johnson served as president and chief investment officer at Smith Graham & Co. in Houston, Texas; director of global fixed income research and senior portfolio manager for Templeton Worldwide Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida; and chief strategist and head of research for Americas Trust Bank in Miami, Florida.  Dr. Johnson has held positions with the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, and with the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and the International Monetary Fund, both in Washington, D.C.  He has taught, and developed innovative curriculum at the Jesse H. Jones School of Business at Texas Southern University in Houston, Texas; Florida A&M University in Tallahassee, Florida; Northeastern University in Boston, Massachusetts; and Howard University in Washington, D.C.

Active in civic and higher education organizations, Dr. Johnson is a member of the Cougar Investment Fund Board of the C.T. Bauer College of Business at the University of Houston and the former chair of the investment committee.  He is a member of the board of directors of the Rabun Gap Nacoochhee School, the investment committee of the Greater Houston Community Foundation, the Advisory Board for the regional office of the Small Business and Technology Development Center of Western North Carolina, and the Board of Chews Wellness Inc.  He is also a member and Rhetoricos Archon, of the Gamma Upsilon, Sigma Pi Phi Boulé Fraternity.  Dr. Johnson is a former member of the board of overseers of the Wright Fund at the Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Management at Rice University; the finance, audit and investment committees of the United Way of the Texas Gulf Coast; the board of directors of Goodwill Industries of Southeast Texas; the board of directors of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Houston; and the board of advisory trustees of the Houston Ballet. 


Dr. Johnson holds a Ph.D. and MA in Economics from Stanford University, and an MBA in Finance and a BA in Economics from Adelphi University in New York. [image: image2.png]



